Response to: Assessment of Fluid responsiveness in the Acute Medical Patient and the Role of Echocardiography.
I read the article, 'Assessment of Fluid responsiveness in the Acute Medical Patient and the Role of Echocardiography' by Dr Parulekar and Dr Harris with interest. It rightly highlights the challenges posed when assessing for fluid resuscitation in a pressured setting with limited information. This scenario is a routine one for our speciality, which is why it is a concern that the evidence-base outside of intensive care remains limited. Of particular relevance to the Acute Medical specialist, the article acknowledges that performing a focussed-echocardiogram on all acutely-unwell patients is "impractical". Developing a quick and straightforward approach to fluid resuscitation assessment should be a high research priority for Acute Medicine.